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SCHOOL-BASED ARTIST RESIDENCY PROGRAM

VSA Wisconsin’s School-Based Artist Residency program fosters creativity, artistic expression and achievement in students with and without disabilities. Students and educators have the opportunity to engage in hands-on, interactive arts programming with professional teaching artists that have experience working with individuals of varying ability levels. Artist residencies are 10, 20 or 30 hours in length and are available in all artistic disciplines, including visual art, movement, music, drama, and creative writing. 

Students will demonstrate the following outcomes:
· Increased knowledge of artistic discipline and successful application of skills 
· Increased motivation and engagement in arts activities and other core learning areas 
· Improved self-esteem and self confidence
· Improved interpersonal communication and socialization skills 

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

Residency Planning Meeting
VSA Wisconsin staff and the teaching artist will meet with the participating educator(s) to review the program application and complete additional planning forms. All anticipated objectives and outcomes will be clearly defined. Dates and times for the residency sessions will be scheduled. 

Teaching Artist Observation
Educators and the VSA Wisconsin teaching artist will coordinate a classroom observation time. During this time, the teaching artist will: 1) meet and observe the students, 2) identify the space where residency will take place, 3) identify available classroom/school resources, and 4) learn about the classroom curriculum and general schedule. The observation may take place on same day as planning meeting.

Artist Residency Sessions 
Educators are expected to collaborate with the teaching artist in planning and implementing the residency. Educators may be asked to help adapt or modify materials, model activities to students, and expand on residency lessons and skills within their curriculum. School staff is required to be present during all residency sessions and is responsible for classroom management. 



Program Documentation and Evaluation 
Educators are asked to document how anticipated goals and outcomes were met and support their comments with quotes, stories, and photos. 

Program Celebration
VSA Wisconsin suggests concluding the program with a program celebration or recognition event. Program celebrations can take various formats, depending on the art medium explored in the residency and the resources available at the program site. Some options include: a performance, exhibit, or dedication ceremony. 

PROGRAM FEE
VSA Wisconsin requires partner sites to contribute towards the cost of the program. The fees are nominal in comparison to the overall value of VSA Wisconsin’s programming. VSA encourages partner sites to contribute to the cost of the residency beyond the amount of the program fee whenever possible.  

Current fees*: 
10 hour Artist Residency 	$430
20 hour Artist Residency	$860
	30 hour Artist Residency 	$1290
*Fees are subject to change
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Schools that are interested in applying for a VSA Wisconsin Artist Residency must complete an application form and submit it by March 1, 2012. Applications are reviewed by VSA staff on an annual basis. If your application is approved and a financial commitment is made, VSA development staff will then work to secure matching funds from corporations and foundations so that the program can move forward.

For more information, contact the VSA Wisconsin’s Field Services Director, Alexis London at alexis@vsawis.org or 608-241-2131. 
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